Study 43

What do we do when we let Jesus down?

Mark 14v66-72
How did a man who had left everything to follow Jesus (Mark 10: 28), who had been with Jesus for three years and seen his glory in the transfiguration (Mark 9:2) come to curse his Lord? Is there any hope for the Christian who falls?

What went wrong?
To answer, we have to see where it all started to go wrong.

That very morning Jesus had said to His disciples that they would disown Him, but Peter would not listen, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." (Mark 14: 27-31) He believed that he had the power in himself. He believed he loved Jesus too much. He believed he was too strong. But his confidence was in the wrong person. He should have trusted Christ instead of himself.

Secondly, he slept when he should have prayed (Mark 14:37). When we rely upon ourselves we don't see the need to ask God to help us. In prayer we express our complete dependence on the Lord.

Thirdly, we see him warming himself at the fire of Christ's enemies (verses ​66,67). This poor fisherman had now found himself in a very rich man's house and he is in a minority - of one. He can probably hear what is going on as they spit at Jesus, blindfold Him, strike Him, laugh at Him and beat Him. But he realises his courage is going. He forgets all that Jesus had said and done; when the girl questions him, he is embarrassed to say that he knows Jesus.

He tries to get out but his circumstances control him. As she questions him again and again, he denies Jesus. Others are now interested and ask and now he even starts to curse and swear.

Then immediately he remembers Jesus' words, that he would deny Him; and realising this, he breaks down and cries.

What we can learn
There are two lessons to learn here. Jesus knew that Peter was going to deny Him and yet he still loved Him and died on the cross for Him. Romans 5:8 shows this wonderful truth ,"God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for us".

Secondly, within a couple of weeks, Peter was being used by God in the work of the gospel; e.g. the conversion of 3000 people. But Peter had repented; he remembered Jesus' words, wept and turned from his sin. God forgives sin when we repent.

"Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord and he will have mercy on him and to our God for he will freely pardon." (Isaiah 55:7)

Time to think

1.
What temptations do you face to deny Jesus?

2.
What encouragements do you have to repent of your sin?

